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A bill to be entitled an act to provide for repairs on public 
buildings in the city of Autin. 

A bill to be 1mtitled a.n act to rcmo\"c the disability of mi­
nority from William Stean, Jr.so as to enable him to receive 
his portion of the estate of his deceased parents. 

A bill to be entitled an act a.uthorizing the County Court of 
• Red ·Riv:er County to have the records in of books A. B. and C. 

of deeds and mortgages and other instruments ol'writing uowin 
the office of the Clerk of said county, trauscribed-read first 
time. 

A bill to be entitled an act establishing more permanently 
the seat of justice of Collin .county-read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the mode of voting in 
all popular elections-read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to pro,•ide for repairs necessary 
on public buildings in the city of Austin-read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the disability of minor­
ity from William Stca.n Jr. so as to enable him to receive his 
portion of the estate of bis deceased parents-read first time. 

Mr. Dancy, by lea.,·e introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to amend the Constitution of the State of Texas; read first 
time. 

Mr. Cuny, by leave introduced a. bill to be entitled au act 
to repeal an a.ct entitled an a.ct to prrscribo the time of the 
hiennial meeting of the Legislature of the 8tate of 'fexas­
rca.d first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow, morning 10 o'clock. 

'l'hurl!clay, 10 o'clock, A.M. l 
December 30, 1847. ! 

Senate met-roll called. The following Senators answered 
to their names ; 

Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, 
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Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, J>erkinll, Phil­
lip::i, "'allacc, Williams and Wootten. Quorum prc.-scnt. 

The Journal of the preceing day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Countic::i and Coun­

ty Boundnrie:o, made the following reports: 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 
Presidmt of the Senate : 

Corrun!ttce Room, l 
Dec. 30, 1847. i 

A portion of tbe committee to whom "•-a~ referred a bill to 
be entitled "an act to vest in the county of Austin, for county 
rurpO!<C!'I, the property of the Corporation of the town of San 
Felipe," have had the same under considt•ration, and ha•e in­
~tructcd rue to report the same back lo the Senate without 
amendment, and recommend its pa8sage. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 

Hon. J. A, Gnm~a, 
President of the Scnatt: 

The committee on Counties and County Bollndaries, to whom 
wn..~ referred a bill to be entitled "an act bctt(lr to define the 
boundary line of Grayson county," have im1tructcd me to re­
port n 1mbstilutc, and reconunend its adoption. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 

lion. J. A. GRF:ER, 
J!rcsidenJ. of tlie Senate: 

The committt•e on Countie~ and County Boundaries, to whom 
Wilt< referred a bill to be entitled "an act to provide for the loca­
tion of the county seal of GrayAon county,' have instructed me 
to report n k'Ubstilote, and recommend it!4 adoption. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 
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Hon. J. A. GREr.tt, 
Presidelll of the Sc#41.c: 

Tbc committee on Countic;iand County Boundl\ric,i, to w\1om 
was referred the memorial of the citizeo:s of Dall11s county, 
praying the passage of a law by whid1 tltcy may loonte Uit· 
~t of ju:stice of said com111 by vote, ha,·c in,,tru<·tl'd me to rt· 
port n bill herewith trans1mtted, and rN•o111111<'11d it.~ pa,.sn ~t·. 

D. GAGE, Chair111n11. 

Whkh reports were ~vcraUy read nnd laic.l upon the t.nble 
to come up with the order:; of the day on to-morrow. 

Mr. Perkin:;, chairman of the committcl' on Private I...a.11 
Claim><, made the following report~: 

Hon.1. A. Gncu, 
Prcsidelli ef !lie Senate: 

Commit.tee Room, 
· Dec. :!91 1"'17. 

The committee on Private Land C'lnims' laav1• hail under con­
sideration the petition of Elijah D. Holland, nncl ~i11g snti fied 
he is the same Elijah Holland mcntio.wd on th1· mu tcr roll of 
Capt J<•,·ons, which is now in the office of tho Adjutru1t t ne­
ra.I, the committee have instructed nw to n•port tln· a comp: • 
nying prca.ml.llo and res.olutions, and rc(·o1111urncl tlll'ir pa !m6 • 

f:;. \ V. Pl<atKJ NH, Chairmnn. 

Hon. J. A. GaEca, 
Pn·sidrnJ of the Scmue: 

The c·ommiltet' on Pri\"atc Lan<l Clnim:1 havch:ic) 1111dc•r con· 
sidcration tbe petition of Adolphus f.ltC'fllt'. Thr.y nrc nti fiod 
thlll an incorrect return wa~ made by the Ult•rk of th Boar.I 
ofI .. aud Commissioners for ~acogdoci1c;i county, on the certJ-.. 
fic·at<> ~o. 3:3-5,of !st cl.a."'s hcadrights, It nppcnr:- the Board o 
Land t'ommis>1ioners firs t iArmed u. <•crtificatc in fa ..-or of the 
heir:-1 of Francisco Sanchcs-aflcr which they hcmme sntMioo 
that the certificate should haYe been ill ucd in the name of la-
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ria Josefa Sanches. The originel certificate was then cancel­
led by said Board, and one issued to Adolphus Sterne, assignee 
of l\faria Josefa Sanches. It is evident from the certificate and 
proof a<ldnced, that the Board of travelling Commissioners re· 
commended for patent the certificate in the name of Adolphus 
Sterne, assignee of l\taria J oscfa Sanches, and by neglect of the 
Clerk, a wrong entry was made, and the return to 1he Gen. Land 
Office accordingly incorrect, which showed that the certificate 
in favor of Francisco l:::lanchcs' beirR was recommended. In 
v_iew of the:;e facts, the committee have directed me to report the 
accompanying resolution::1, and recommend their passage. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of tl.te committee on µie Judiciary, made 
the_ following report: 

Hon. J. A. GnEEI.t, 
President of tlte Senate: 

Committee Room, 
December 28, 1847. 

The Judiciary Committee, to ·whom was referred the petition 
of Franklin B. Sexton, of San Augustine coun.ty, asking that 
the Legirlature pass a law admitting him t.o practice law in the 
District Comts of the State, signed by many members of the 
bar of the filth Judicial District, attesting his moral character, 
and his proficiency in the Jaw: and also a bill to admit Asa H. 
Willie and Josiah F. Crosby to practice law in the varioU3 
Courts of this State, have bad the same under consideration, 
and instruct me to report favorably upon the request of the par­
ties. They hcrew ith report to the ::ienate the accompanying 
bill as a substitute for the one above mentioned, in. which they 
have focorporated the name of Franklin B. Sexton, deeming 
one act sutficicnt in the premises. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman . 

• l\Ir. Clark, chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 



Hon. J. A. GREER, 

President of tltc Senate : 

Coromitll'.c Roo101 l 
Dec. ~9, l -17. j 

The J udicia:ry Committee have had under con:;idcmtion n 
''Joint R esolution instructing onr ::-><•tintor:-. nud rc•1111 • ting ou.r 
Representatives in Congress, rclutiw 10 ~uitnblc plcu·r· for 
holding the sessions of the United 8tutc:s' J>i:-trict Cuurt," r • 
fcrred to them a few days since, and herewith rcpurl to the 
t:lenatc a substitute therefor, the adoption and pu.;.;sagc or wbicll 
they recommend. 

The committee suppose an elaborate report upon the nbjccl 
. of the resolution unneces~ary, a.,. every ::5cuator can npprcclntc 

the advantages that wouldre:mlt to the Htate and to th p pl 
by the establishment of an additional Di~trict for ll1e uu • 
-the circum.qtancc~ which dictate thi:; !Step on the part of th 
Legi~laturc. 1111d render its i:iUCCess C.:!:<t·ntml to the ~ety nud 
prosperity of the State. 

ED,VARD CLARK. ChairmalL 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, tbe rule requiring report to lay on 
the table for one day, wa!S ~u!.!pended. The report and · tu. 
tion were taken up and read, and on motio11 ol i\lr. G 1 w 
wai; laid upon the table. 

l\Ir. Jewett, chairman of the commit11·c on Indian .A:f11 irs, 
made tho following report : 

Hon. J. A. GaEF.R, 
.President of the SenaJ e : 

. 
Commill1 • Hoom, 

Ucc. 3U, 1847. ) 

The committee on Indian Affairic, to whom wt.LB referred the 
bill to be entitled "an act to prohibit the &al,• or di"po l of prnv· 
der, lead or !Spirituous liquors to Indians,'' ha"" hrul the enm 
under conici<leration, and beg lcll\'I' t.o report, thnt 1hcy T m· 
mend the patisagc of the biU, with the following nmcndmcrn :­
after the word "dollar:;" at the end of i<cction 1 11 in c.rt the fol· 
lowing words: "Provided that this act shall not C."<tcnd to any 
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resident Indians nor descendants of Indians, who pay taxe9 
within the State." 

AJI of which is respectfully i;:ubmittecL 
HE:NR Y J. JE\\'BTT, Chairman. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Een. F. HiU, informing the Sen­
ate that the House had pas!!ed the follow fog Bills and Joint Re­
solutions, viz.:-

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of District 
Attorneys : 

A bill to be entitled an act to pro\-ide for the disposition of the 
funds rccci\red from the United State::<: 

Joint preamble and resolutions of the State of Texas, respon­
sive to the "Rci;olutions relative to Slavery and the .Mexican 
War," passed by the 8enatc and the Hom~e of Rc,resentativcs 
of the State of Vermont in the month of November, A. D.1846, 
and tran.smittcd to His Excellency the Govei•nor of this State: 

Joint rc:;olutions of the State of Texas, re::sponsive to'the rc-
1'olotions of the General Assembly of Virginia, adopted in 
March, of the present year : 

Al~o, that the House had passed a substitute for a joint reso­
lution originating iu the Senate, ctttitled a joint resolution to 
repeal the joint resolution grnnting further time for the pay­
ment of government dues, and the return of tidd uote:-i. 

Mr. Pnkins introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 11th llCCtion of w1 act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Com­
pany. Rcttcl ht time. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pro­
vide for marking in part the bowulary line between the Dis­
tricts of Fannin and Nacogdoches. Read J t1t time. 

:\Ir.Wnllace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pre­
vent Justice~ of the Peace and Clerks of District, County and 
Probate Courts, from issuing executions for costs only, in civil 
actions. Read 1 t time. 

Mr. Grimes oflered the following resolution: 
"'Rr.sol1:cd, That the committee on Public Lands be required 

to enquire into the propriety of granting unconditional certifi.­
ca~ for land~ to a:;signecs, where the original grantee has die<l 
in the country: and that they report by bill or otherwise.'' 

Adopted. 
The l:)enate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 
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The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the hill to 
be entitled an act to amend the 11th section of an 'at•t entitled 
an act defining the office and duties of Coroner~ approved 13th 
May, 18-16, was read and adopted, and the bill as amended or· 
dered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of Morgan Wilson, praying to be p1Jowed to peddle without 
paying a license tax, was read, nod on motion of Mr. " ' allacc, 
laid on the table. 

l\'l:r. Wallace moved to re-refer the petition of Morgan "'il· 
son to the co~ttee on )e Judiciary. 

Lost. 
On motion of l\lr. Grimes the petition wa<i laicl on the tnblr. 
A bill to be entitled an act to remove the disability of minor-

ity from 'Vi\liam Stean Jr., so a.s to enable him lo 'rect•ive bi 
portion of t.he estate of his dec'd. pa.rents-read second limt, 
Md 1 

On motion of l\fr. Dancy, referred to the committee on lhe 
Judic)ary. 

A committee from the House of Representath·es &nnouoaetJ 
to the Senate, that the annual message of His Exccllcnc~· the 
Governor, had been received, and requested the Senate tom t 
the House a.t their convenience to hear the reading of tbc 
same. 

Mr. Parker moved that a committee be nppointf>d to in(onn 
the House of Representatives that the S"nato '"'°Id m t 
them at 3 o'clock, for the purpose of ht•ariug the 1111• n c o 
His Excellency the GoYernor read. 

Lost. • 
On motion of Mr. Cuny, a. committee wru1 appointod to in-

form the House that the ~ena.te would mrct them nt lmlf 1nu1L 
11 o'clock for the purpose of hearing tho m•~K.~l\ge r • cJ. 

l\Icssrs. Cuny, ~foRea and Phillips were appointetl eirl 
committee. 

On motion of' Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
half pa.st 11 o'clock. 

1-2 po...-.t 11 o'clock. 
Senate met-=-roJI called-quorum present. . 
The Senate repaired to· the House of H.eprescnta l \'es. 
The Governor's message was rea.d, and is as follows: 
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En:CUTlV!: OFFICE, l 
Austin, December 29, 1847. S 

GtttJlew:n of tile &na!e, 
and of tlte House of Repreit1flatices : 

The Message of my predecessor, communicated to the Legis­
Jature, at the commencemPnt of the session, gave you all the 
necessary information,in relation to the present condition of1be 
Government, and of it8 administration, since your last conven­
tion. It only remains for me to recommend to your considera­
tion, such measureR, and the adoption of such a course of pol­
icy, as may seem expedierit for our future go\"ellbance and pros. 
perity . 

. 1'he present position of our affairs, affords ample room for 
congratulation. At no period, in the hi'Jtory of our country, 
have we had more camm to rejoice, on account of her prosper­
ous condition. Our Stato Government, founded on the will 
and affections of the people, Ml daily growing in strength. 
Local jealousies and sectiona.I prejudices, if they ever existed, 
have given place to the better feelings of patriotism, and habits 
of industry, and subordination to the law11, prevail throughout 
the length and breadth of the State. Security at home, and 
tbe peaceful enjoyment of the blessings of liberal institutions, 
h&\'e given 11. new impulse to our advancement in prosperity, 
happiness_ and the science of government. The pn.st season 
hns been one of general good health. o.nd Providence bas bless­
ed tho country with an abnndant har\·est. For all of which, 
WP owe to the Supreme Being, -0ur sincere gratitude. 

Meeting together unJcr oirc11mstanccs so auspicious, it be­
comes our duty, to unite in barmo~ous action, for the contin­
uance and promotion of the prosperity and happiness of our 
common constituents. 

Among the many important matters, which will come op 
IOr your consideration, there is none more argent and difficult 
of adjustment, than that of the payment of our public debt.­
The first point in relation thereto, is the determination of its 
amount: the next, is the means of its pay.ment. The subject is 
intricate and perplexing, and will require close investigation. 
Should the L.egi lature think proper to act upon ~t, with a view 
to its adjustment, I would respectfuly suggest the propriety of 
appointing p. commission of two or three gentlemen of integri­
ty and ability, to examine, audit and ascertain our true indebt­
edness, including of course, our foreign and domestic .debt, 



77 

fundfld and unfund~ audited and unaudited; allowing such as 
they may find to be just and legal, !!uhject however to \bt ra&i­
fication or rejection of the Legil:daturc. As to tho nmount \fe 
ought justly to pay, upon e.wb nominal species of debt, it will 
be for your collcctfre wisdom to det<:rmine. After much re· 
flection upon the subject, I have thought, that tbc trnc mena· 
ure of payment, would be the market \·alue of th<> several evi­
dences of indebtedness at the time they wore di11po~<·il ol' hy 
our Treasury or the agent thcreol~ with interei:;t tlwrcon ti·om 
that time, at the rate named on the face of su.ch eviclPnc . IL 
is believed that the amount of our entire indebtcdn~ 1 d ter­
minecl by this scale, will not perhaps exceed lhe millions of 
doll an. 

As to oar means of payment--our large and valuabl public 
domain, is the only ready resourco we bave. This too, pre­
sents a. still more important suQ.ject for your delib<:rnt on ; as 
you will have"to determine upon some cour«• of polio) to b 
pnrsu<'d in bringing this immense tract of country into mnrkct. 
At a fair price, it iB not only sufficient to liqui<l11tc our debt, 
but will give us a surplus after its payment, of in rjm11hlc 
value wlicn applied, as it should be to 1hc <'ducatioo of tli 
youth of our coun1ry, and the dc,·elopemeot of our our 
by internal improvements. 

The most suitable and proper purchaser of onr public I nds 
is the Unit eel States. If a sale can be .-tfectcJ on ndvant -
geous terms, it will, under the pn•scnt circ11m<1tn11ce , Im dr· 
sirable, inasmuch as the Federal Constitution J,!;hc lu·r alon••, 
the exclusive right of regulating our inlercouri;t) with 111 Jn. 
dio.n tribes. She would then be the owner ol' llw 11oil occupir.tl 
by the various tribes upon our bordel'tl, and couhl ll1 ~ tnortl 
fe&tually control them. In add it ion to this, hn uniform m n ­
ncr of sun eying nnd selling bN public lan<ls, "ould r tl~ 
facilitate settlements within our ~late. 

If, in your wisdom, you. determine to propose a al uf our 
publi9 domuin to the General Government. 1 would r 5p tful­
ly suggr.st. that you appoint our dele'?at!on in 'ongr s.. or 
some other suitable persons as Comm1ss1oncni, to ontcr into 
negotilltions with the prorcr authoritieg, upon thi. important 
subject. If ho\Ve\'cr, you determine upon anotb~r course of pol· 
icy as being better calculated t? promote the 1.nter l or th 
State, you ha\·e the assurance of a hearty sanction ~nd co-op-
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eration of the Executive in whatever yofl may legally aid 
ooasti&utionally do. 

Our debt must be paid. The honor of the State must stalll 
without blemi h. \Ve never can expect to attain a high aM 
permanent prosperity, until it is done, and the consummatioa 
of a purpose so noble, calls for united and energetic action. 

I would here take occasion to call the attention of yoar 
honorable body, to a subject which bas of late, occupied mueh 
of the public mind-a. subject involving in its issue, interelll 
of the greatest moment to the people of 'I'exas. I allude 111 
the efforts that have been made, and are now making to D 
ta.in certain land claims, supposed to be fraudulent. It ii a 
notorious fact, that the country is fiooded with these clai• 
and if they should hold good, and the perpetrators of IRlll 
fraud succeed in their designs, it were useless longer to C9-
sider, 88 to the disposition of eur public domain, as in ~ 
event, the whole would be appropriated and absorbed by tb9 
The evil would not stop here. The Stall' will not be the omly 
1utfere1·. The vested rights of our oldest and best citizens wli 
be disturbtd and endangered. Our land titles will be clouM 
umigrants will be prevented from purchasing, the settlellllll 
and improvement of our country, will be retarded, and • 
amount of cont'u!lion and Jitigation, unparalleled in the historJ 
of our sister States, will necf'ssarily ensue. The queatim 
ari8fJs, is there no remedy by which these evils can be al'J'elll. 
ed? Will the State submit to the imposition of a fraud • 
general in iU! chn.racter, and so pernicious in it.s conscque~ 
1t seems to me that some further Legislative provisions an 
indispensible to the security of the public interest. I woaW 
therefore recommend that your honorable body adopt ..a 
mea11ures as will etfectuall)' enable the judicial tribuoal#ll 
the State, to prevent the consummation of titles to land,• 
quired by virtue of fraudulent certificates, and that prec911-
tionary means be taken, to prevent the sun·ey of the pul6 
lands on spurious and fictitious claims. 

It will become your duty under the 29th, and 31st sectm 
of the third article of the Constitution, to fix the number tl 
Senators and Representatives to the Legislature, and to ap­
portion them among the several counties and districts of die 
S&ate, according to the number of onr free population. aa .. 
cemined and reported by the county Assessors, in pl1J"SU&DCt 
of the la\i' pas.sed by the last session of the Legislature. 

\ 
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It will also be necessary for you, under the same eectiOIUI o 
the Constitution, to enact a law for a similar enumeratioa in 
the year eighteen hundred and forty eight. 

Our last Legislature passed an act to estsblii;h a State Peni· 
tentiary. This law provide$ for the erection of tlac buildiDgt 
by the convi.cts, and is of course inoperati\'e for wnnt of a 
penal code applicable to such mode ot' punishment. It will. 
therefore become your duty to adopt a code for tho puni~bmeat 
ot' all offences not capital and above the grade of mbdcmean· 
or by confinement to labor in the Penitentiary of the State. 
With the lights before ll8 and the experience ot' otllt'r :-:it ates in 
regard to the mode of punhshment, you cannot fail ro digest a 
code of criminal laws which will not only supercedc the savage 
practice of the whipping post, but will deter the wicked among 
us from , ·iolating the rights of otbe~ So soon a.a this neeeaaa­
ry code is adopted, the Executive will cb~rfully proceed to 
execute the provisions of the act of 1846. 

The 15th section of tho 4th article of our constitution having 
given to the District Gour "original jurisdiction and control 
o\"'er executors, administrators, guardians and minors under 
such regulations as may he prescribed by law;• th lut J..cg· 
islaturc without prescribing these rcgulntions, proceeded to 
gfre to the Probate Courts ample power:1 over the snme Mlb­
jects. By this means some confusion bus ari en in the Inter• 
pretation of our succession la\vs. Some ~islation pro' i 
ions will, therefore, be necessary to regulate tbiic jurisdictfon. 
1 bring this matter more readily before you, bernust' it will IKi 
admilled by all, that no branch of our civil juri. pruJcnc 1 u 
more practicable importance than the laws reJ,tulnting th tc 
keeping of the e.sta.tes of minors and deceased per50 • .And 
perhaps it may be said with equal truth, that no llnrt of our 
laws a.re more imperfect. 

The 36tb section of the 7th Article of the Corunitution, pro­
vides. that within five years after its adoption, the 
civil and criminal shall be revised, digestt·d, nrranged and 
publiahed in such manner as the Lcgillaturc shall <lir ct. To 
carry out this excellent provision of lhe funJnm n~al law, J 
would recommend the appointment of legal gentlemen to'!'" 
vise, digest and arrange our entire code of law . The work • 
greatly needed by our county officers, &hroughout the Mal 
Many of them a.re without tho Statutes; and tbOHe who laa.: 
them, find in them such entire absence of arraagemcat. ' 
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they are to them a scaled book. To engage the services of 
men learned in the law. and to have the work Wl'll done, a 
suitable eompensation should be allowed them by law, and 
pnn·isions should be ma.de for publishing the CQdc so soon aa 
it is re\'iscd. 

I would further recommend to the Legislature the propriety 
of having published the decisions of the t;uprcmi> Court of the 
State. During the la.st two years, important principles have 
been adjudicated by that tribunal, involving intc•rcst of great 
magnituuc, and explanatory of our statutc;1 and defining our 
legal and social right~. 'l'bcse deci11ions have not UR yet beeia 
publbhcd in an authentic form, and a." it is imp~1rtant and de. 
sirable that they should be correctly printed and generally dis­
seminated, the ne<>C>'ll<lll'Y appropriation should be made. 

By the 10th article of the Constitution, it is ma.de the duty 
of the Legi:.Jature to make icnitable pro\'i~ion for the support 
and maintenance of public schoolt1. Your bo<ly is furthr.r re­
quired, a3 early a.s practicable to e:1tabli~h free schools through­
out the State. One tenth of the annuul revenue derived from 
taxation is set apart as a perpetual public free :1d1ool fund. In 
addition to thi::i general fund, the land granted to the various 
counties for school purposes are made a perpetual fund, and 
those eountie~, which have not as yet received their quantum 
of school land,., ,..ball be entitled thereto. 

The Congress of the late Republic of Tcxa::i by un act ap­
proved 26th January, 1839, directed to be 11urvcycd and set 
apart for each county. for the purpm1e of c:;tabli:1hing aJ.rimary 
school or academy in each county, three l<>aguc.i of Inn . 

Hy the same act fifty l<.>agoes of land were dir<•cted to be sur­
veyed and set npart for the endowment of two coll<>ges or oni­
veraitie:-i. 

By another uct approved l;th Fcbrunry, 1&10, the Chief Jus­
tice and two a.'!sociate Jwticcs of each county were appointed 
a board of School Commissionerti, with power to have located 
and surveyed tlie three lcagoe.:5 above referred to, and the addi· 
tional power of !'!Urveying and selling an additional league of 
land; the one-half of the proceeds of icuch sale to be applied to 
the endowment of the county academy, and the remainder to be 
distributed to the county school di~tricts. 
· This. i.8 the whole of our imperfect legislation on the great 
and vital subject of Education. 

It is almost impossible to tell what the old oounties have 
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done upon the subject of surveying and sellina ·.,rhool hmd 
To obtain the nccc~ary infortnntion in relatio~ to the mauer 
we need some legal provision t<'quiring the conntv 1·ll•rk , 11!­
sessors or chief ju::;tices to rPp<>tt what bas been 1iu1w iu their 
respective counties. lt is bclic-.·ed however, that few ul th coun­
ties have had the lands sur,·eyed. 

The sy.stem of leasing or rentin~ school land"' ha~ ncvrr 
worked well in any of the State::!. Experience has 1111ht•f1! llv 
proved the expediency of selling such land::> and briawiug Iii°• 
monies into a general ~chool fund. 

To begin however, in thi~ grNtt work, it will be n sarv 
that we i;hould knO\\"' '"hat lands have been ct pnrt IJy 1h~ 
counties where they are situated ; and that we proc •eel und r 
constitutiomu req_uiremenl"! to have 1<et apart _the defici •nt Jund . 
I therefore recommend that yott make pro>ision on lhi ubJ t 
at as early a day as practicable. 

It will also be for your body to imy "·hat d~o5ition ~hall be 
made of tho tenth of t11e r evenue now in the 'rrca~ury, nml nil· 
nuaily coming in as a permanent i;chool fund. 

The license and revenue Jaws p~i,;~ by the la.~t Lc"it!lntur('1 have in their practical operation produced som • coufu ion nnd 
dissath!faction among our citi~t·n~. It will be for yon to con· 
sider whether tbcv cannot be revi:.ied nnd modili·~I fo ucl1 a 
manner ns to be more uniform and lc::1:; objcctionuhlc to th tnx 
paying community. 

ln connection with this snbjec·t I would sn.,.ge>'4t the propri lJ 
of having the assessment roll of uou·rcsic.l1•nt U\'X pa Vt' pub· 
lished at a point, as near as poRsible to the loc·ation ni' th pro. 
perty llllsessed. 'l' his would certainly pre.sent th' rcacili1• 111 ·nn 
of giving information to the owncr:4. 

For the more speedy :incl certain collection of !"itn and 
county revenue, I would rcoommenJ that a law b • pn "d nu· 
tbori~ing a judgment to be taken by motion ngnin :111y olli r 
and his securities on their bond, for a failure to puy ov •r th 
public monies by him collected. 

The la&t Congress made a n 1tppropriation for the 1•n·rtion of 
two light houses upon our <.:oast. One to !!UlUd upon H~\C • 
ton and the other upon Matagorda Island . . Bc·for • tha work"s 
can progreiss it will be nece~:;ary that the ~slri.turu. Jlll:SB ~ ~w1 
ceding to the General Government the right of JUrJsd1 1.on 
over the grounds appropriated to such purpo,.c.,,.. 1 b with 
transmit to you a commurucation from the colle<>Jor of th<> port 

6 



82 

of Galveston, upon this subject. The communication contains 
aiome other ::;ugge,;tions in rclatio:1 to tbe tran:;fer of our "Cus­
tom Houses and other places for the colk><:tion of import du. 
tie.." It is respectfully submitted to your con~ideration. 

In addition to our population speaking the English language, 
we have a large, industrious and growing German population. 
It will be necessary in order that they may participate fully in 
the blessingi; of our free Government that a certain number of 
copies of our statutes of a general nature, 1.1bould be printed in 
their language. AB they mutit abide by our laws, Jct them know 
what they arc. Such has been our custom in regard to our ci­
tizens speaking the Spao~h language. The rea:wns are still 
more potent in regard to the enterprising and patriotic German 
who h!UI come to make his home in onr conn try, and who bu 
already given us a pledge of bis worth in the spirit of improve­
ment which lie has kindled in the western portion of our State. 

I cannot close th.is communication without congratulating 
rou npon lhe SUCC::iS of our arms in M<:.xico, and also express­
mg a sincere desire that the infatuated people of that unhappy 
i:ountry will flee the nece~ity of accepting the honorable and li­
bt'ral termd of conciliation offered them by the United States. 

But while the administration of the Federal Government has 
covered it:;elf with glory in the conduct of the war, every pa· 
triotie spirit is made to tremble with anxiety for the peace of the 
Union, because of the late and fearful combination in the North 
against the institutions of the Southern States. 

The object is to rally in the National Congress, a majority fa. 
vorable to the distinction of the compromises of 1819, and oi 
the Federal Constitution. 

I sin<'crely hope that you will not adjourn without publicly 
1•xprc:;!'illg a 11trong and pointed condemnation of these start· 
ling doctrines. 

In conclu..,ion, gentlemen, I recommend to you a just econo­
my in the public expenditures, and a mutual concession of 
opinion;i for the purpoi;es of harmony and the despatch of pub­
lic busines:;. And I promise you the n.:1e of my sincere and 
best•endeavors to co-operate with you in carrying out every 
leRal and constitutional measure that will advance the intere~t 
of our beloved cowitry. 

GEO. T. WOOD. 
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The Senate returned to their Chamber ; anu, on motion of 
Mr. ' Villiamson, the Senateadjowned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 

3 o'clock, p. m. 

Senate met-roll called-quorum prc!!cnt. 
On motion of Mr. Gage, the report of the J udiciarv Conunit. 

tee on the joint resolution instructing the Scnatorq a{1cl rcqn •st· 
ing our Representatives in Congress, relative to !<Uitablt~ pln­
ce!:I for holding the sessions of tnc United ~tatc:; District ourt 
was taken up; read, and substitute repor1t>d by the com· 
mittee : adopted. · · 

l\lr. Phillips mo\·ed to 'llmmd, by 1:1triking ?Ut "or P~o Ca· 
vallo ;"' carried 

l\lr. Dancy moved to amend, by striking out nfrl'r ''thcrcfore/1 

to" that when," and insert as follows: "and that the two Con­
gressional.DL.;tricts shall constitute th~ two J udicial Di tricuo 
of the United States Court, in the State of'fcxa. , uucl that d1~ 
Judges shall hold Courts thcrf'in at such places a~ runy be pre· 
scribed by law ; lost . 

.Mr. Perkins moved to strike out" Saluria," and in crt •Mata· 
gorda ;" lost. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend by in~rrt i11g th wonl 
"Clarksville," before "Hendcr11on, "in 11ccond cli"trit·t: <:nrri ·<l. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by in~ertiug "Mnlngonln,"bc· 
for "Corpus Christi ;" carried. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by inserting the word "]lunt • 
"ille," b<-forc " Clarksville" ; carried. 

Mr. Gage moved the previous qnc:!tion-atrrit•tl ; nnu the 
resolution as amended was ordered to be engro~ c<l. 

A bill to be entitled an act, establishing mor • pcrmancntJ} 
the seat of Justi<·e of Collin county; read ccoml 111111! i nnd, 

On motion of l\lr. Williams, referred to the commitr1•c on 
Countic11 and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for repairs 11-- - . 
on public buildings in the city of Awtin; read second time; 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to t6c committee on State 
AffiUrs. 



A Bill to be entitled an act, to preecribc the mode of voting 
in all popular election; rea<l second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the Committee on Prhi­
leges and ElectiQns. 

A mesi:agc was received from the House of Representativ~ 
through their chief clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sen­
ate thnt the Honse ha<l passed a "bill to be entitled an act, tG 
provide an appropriation for the pavrncDl of the mileage and 
per diem pay or the members ot the Legislature of the 1:5tate or 
Texa. .... " 

A bill to be entitled an act, authorizing the connty: court of 
.Red Rh·er county, to have tho record:> in books of A,B and C, 
of deed~ and mortgages, and other ini1t:rmnent:> of writing now 
in the ofiice of the clerk of t<aid county traru;cribcd; read secotid 
time ; and, · 

On motion of lfr. Bourland, rtferretl to the Committee on 
State Affair:>. 

A bill to be entitled an uct, to prcscribo tne time of the bi­
ennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of 'l'exas : read 
second time; and, 

On motion of :\Ir. Clark, referre<l to the committee on State 
A.Jfair:>. 

A hill to be entitled an net, to cstabli!ih public srhooliJ in the 
county of Galveston; read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamsoh, referred to the Committee on 
Educatio1J. 

On motion of Mr. PbillippH, Mr. Bache was aodCd to the 
Committee on Education. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, !\fr. Bache wn.~ nclded to the Com­
mittee on .Finance. 

On motion of l\lr. ~e, Mr. Bache wns added to the Com­
millc<· on Countic~ and Countv Bo1111dnrilo~. 

On motion oC\lr. Willia1D:1on, l\lr. Dancy was added to the 
Commiuce on the Judiciary. 

A t:iill to be entitled an act, to amend the Constitution of the 
State of 'l'cxas; lead secorKl time ; and, 

On motion of ~Ir. Perkins, reterred to the Committee oo 
State Alfairs. 

Substitute from the Honse of Repre:!f'ntative~. for joint re.~o­
lution originating in the Senate, to repeal the joint resolution 
granting further time for the payment of gQVermncnt due~, and 
the return of field notes ; read, and adopted. 
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A bill to be 'entitled an act, to provide for the d isposition of 
the funds received from the T;nitcd State8: read fir!'!t time; and, 

On motion of ]\Ir. \Villialll:!on, rule su:spcnclcd, and bill read 
.l>econd time. 

l\Ir. Williamson moved to amend the bill by adding, •'and 
that this act take effoct from and after itti passage;" adopted. 

On motion of i\f r. William.son, th<' rule was further suspended, 
and the bill~ amended was read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide f"r loca.tiug the scat of 
Justice of the county of A!lStiu: read thirtl time. 

On motion of l\Ir. Cuny, th~ bill was amended, by a. vote of 
two-third;,1 of the Senate, by inserting the word.ct, "of land," 
after "tract," in first section; and bill as amended passed. 

On motion of Mr. William!lon, the bill to be entitled an act, 
to provide a.n appropriation for the payment of the mileage and 
per diem pay of the members of tl1e Lcgi lature of the State of 
'l'exas, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the Senate adjourned until to-mor­
.row morning, 10 o'clock. 

Friday, 10 o'cLOOK, A.lt. 

Decoml>er 31st, 184 7. 

'Senate met-roll called. 
'l'he following Senators answered t.o their names: 
Me...,sr~. Abbott, Bache, Bourland, Bra.>;hcar, Burleson, Clark, 

Cuny, Dancy, C'ragc, Grim<.'i:i, Jewett, l\IcRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, l 1hillips, \V allace, ""\\7illiams, Williamson and Wootten 
--quorum pret<ent. 

'fhe Journal of the preceding day W33 read and adopted. 
Mr. Phillips presented .the petition of Stewart Perry, prayu1g 

for relief. which was read; and, 
On motion of l\lr. Phillips, was referred, together with the 

accomJ>i-uying documents, to the Committee on Claims and Ac­
cow1ts. 

l\fr. Bache presented the petition of Tbos. F. McKinney, 
praying for relief, \\•hlch was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Bache, referred to a select joint committee. 


